TO THE 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 











EARL of ALISBURY,5(c. 

My LORD, 

EFE K fince I have undertah^H to pubiijh the Philofopliical Tranf- 
a<ftions, I have been concerned^ once a year^ to feek^out aNoble 
fatroH^ to whofe favour 1 might with good ajfurance addrefi the 
ColeUions if the whole lear^n^hen ^ntjhed. And for this prefent Volume^ 
I cannot devife better than to lay it before 1[out Lordjhip , who doth per* 
feUly apprehend\^ How the genius of thk Age hath countenanced theRc^ 
ftauration of Noble Arts and of goodLiterature,^;/^ that theEngVitti No- 
bility and Gentry have con.iantly fhew^d a wiUingnefi to be the Example^ 
(as itws^r^i IBujirated and beji Recommended by a Peer of Enghnd^ the 
Lord Vifcount r/*?/. Albans \) and that great and deep Wits in all Forrain 
parts round about Vs^ and in many Kemote places ^ do drive it on with no 
fliw pace 5 the Emulation workjnghigh every where ^ and performing to ad- 
miration, 

*Ihis being jo well k^&wn to Xour Lord/hip , I am perjwaded [^ It will 
be a divertizing Entertainment , to take notice of the Xearly Growth of 
fhilofophy^andof Fhilofophical Aids^ infubliance and in extent ^with frefh 
fupplies continually s to obferve^ that the Ingenuous do hold on in a Real 
tf9grefs and to remar\^ how^ where^ and by whom all Novel Inventions 
have their Rife:^ and by what Steps and Expedients they a^e promoted: 
Which is the bsli of Human helps^to excite^ encourage and enable for other 
beneficial Inventions : And 'tis an ingenuous delight^ to fee the Virtuous 
advance with g^od Speed, 7he Philofophical Foet Lucra'ms faid in his 
Rapture *, 

lib.2. Suave, mart magno,turbantibus aequora ventis, 

E Terra magnum altCrius fpedare laborem ! 
Tthe Poet e^eems it a deep pleafure^ to behold (as from a fafe harbour m 
firm land) the deviations and colhfions of profound and indufhious Phi- 
lofophers in all former Ages, And certainly it muji be a more Natural 
and a more agreeable pleafure^ and far greater happjnejl^to behold thefer^ 
vent and fedulom Emulstions of the moji Civil and moji Accompli(hed'Na* 
yions (and of the acuteji^the deepefi^and the moji learned among^i them^) 
contending with all their (irength and skjll^ who {hall excel the other in the 
moji beneficial ebligings of Mankind, 

My LORD^ I doubt ^ it will be expeSIed^ I jheuldhsf.e repre/ent to Taur 
Lcrdjhips eye a hintof j^(l applaufe for the great Merits of thofe Worthies^ 
who have fo happily brought- i]t their frejh fupplies : But I muji cotifinemy 
felf to a few jaft louches^which the moji refervid Medejly mayjuliljclaim^ 
and^bich Malice it felf cannot deny. 

Hen 



Here then n>d have the accurate Obfervathns of fome judicious and 
lesryi^d T''av&iters:Excellent Injlrudions for generous travellers^ We have 
feveral EJJays toj^ards the Natural Hijiories of Countries , (which is the 
main drift (f our humble fuit at the beginningof this VQlume\)of Mineral 
Wziters h of fme Animals^ chiefly by Anatomical inflection. And tie cu- 
nous Anatome of Plants is here confirm'd^ in fome main Points ^ by good 
Microfcopes. And vr>e have here fair ^rsmifes of improving lelefcopes^ 
which have already fo mUch enlarged Afironomical knowledge > oi the Mi^ 
crofcope hath detetted a great part of this habitable World , which hath 
been hitherto Invif,ble^ And an Honourable Perfon cf our Number, hath 
given us a probable Account of the Sy(iem of the World from the Super-- 
ficial Figures of Fluids^ andfrem contiguous Liquors. And he hath mo(l 
convincingly difcover*d the Origin and Mechanical deduSion of ^alities-i 
jubji ant tally proving^ that the famous Authors of Elder times did not 
throughly dijcern or conftder the "^rue procejfes of Nature in Generals. 
Andrhe famehand puts a-fioptothe NcotexkNotions of Chymifis ^ fince 
they agree not with the verity tf Fl^periments, ^he New Theory of Light 
andColours is ^ill maintain dby Optical Experiments : Andthe flaming 
tindure of Light (irangely tranfmttted from Dead and unputrified flelh 
t) Living Members merely by contad : And Luminoufnefi more (hangely 
imprejfed^for a time to refide in a faUitious Body. 7 he Mathematick/ run 
OH their comfe jiill^ infre/h ground, jijlronomy wants no encouragements^ 
and haft ens to perfeBion. Phyfuk^^ Anatome^ and Medicine^ obtain New 
Tifcoveries\ and after Zwelfer, Schroder ^and many more ancient andfa^ 
mous Vijfienfatories , the Induftrious Chaias hath from much experience 
prepared an ample Pharmaceutice. And the Fhilofophers of Germany 
go onto increafe their Curhfities, AriftotleV own Natural philofophy 
freferr'^d before the Commentaries af Schcolmen ^ and the Cartelian before 
the Ariftotelian. A French Water-Engin to quench Fires, Two Newly 
deviftd Hygfofcopes: An E[fayor endeavour to explain the Vfe of the In-- 
clinatory Needle^ for great Vfes. 

My LORV^ I jhall pafl by other particulars , and conclude with that 
which is herein folicited as the main buftneji of every good man \ namely^ 
to adorn his own Country with the befl and moft fubftantial Improvements., 
Of thefe^ Agriculture is thefure[l^themoJi in our power^andthe moftfun- 
damentally neceffary of Domejiick^ythe Hortulane^heji becoming the hands 
and care of the Generous ; Andlrade and Commerce do maintain the 
Multitude s^raife the value of Lands at homeland render us moft conftder a^ 
hh abroad. In both thefe refpeds^ we have here given fome Additional ac<^ 
count s:F or theMyfteries and Intrigues of Trade ^more than I have been able 
to d^ve into: And all England would rejoyce to fee Trade reviv*d, and reach" 
ingall over the World: Which feems to bethehoneftdefign of the late Au* 
ihor of Englands Improvenaent by Sea and Land. 

My I ORD J cannot doubt of your Lordfhips favourable Patronage in aU 
concemmentsfor the good ef Erighnd: And fince Tour Lordjhips counte- 
nance contributes much to promote all our Affairs \ this hath given me a 
confidence to make this addrefi^and to entitle myfelf My Lord;, 

Your Lordftiif s very humble and faithful Servant, 

H. OLVENBVRG. 



